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Round table resolution 

Environmentally friendly agricultural production and 

preservation of water resources in rural areas 

 

Moderators: 

Aleksandr Briukhanov A.Yu., Institute for Engineering and Environmental Problems in 

Agricultural Production 

Harri Huhta, Natural Resources Institute Finland 

Vladislav Minin V.B., Association for Assistance to Field Research and Development of 

Rural Territories 

Number of participants: 130 

 

The Round table sessions were held on the 21
st
 and 22

nd
  of March, 2016 and they were 

devoted to the issues of reducing the negative impacts of agricultural enterprises in the aquatic 

environment and the transition to use environmentally sound technologies in the Baltic Sea 

region Over 150 representatives from Russian Federation, Belorussia, Germany, Finland and  

Sweden participated in them. Three main topics were discussed at the sessions as following: 

• The method to assess the impact which provides activities carried out in rural areas, on 

water sources; 

• Objectives and methods of agricultural enterprises transition to the best available 

techniques; 

• The European experience and activities of Russian organizations to create conditions for 

the development of production and consumption of organic products. 

At the same time, the meeting was an opportunity to get acquainted with the new 

methodology of calculation of diffuse nitrogen and phosphorus loads produced by agricultural 

activities in the watershed which developed by the Institute for Engineering and Environmental 

Problems in Agricultural Production  (IEEP) in cooperation with the Institute of Limnology of 

the Russian Academy of Sciences. The first experience of voluntary organic and environmental 

certification of farms in Russia was presented by the Ecological Union and discussed at the 

Round table. 

Roundtable participants noted the great work and financial support provided by the 

Committee on Agriculture and Fisheries of the Leningrad region to agricultural companies 

implementing the best available technology and the first results achieved in this field. 

Reports reflected the state of the modern technological developments in accounting and 

reduce the negative impacts of agricultural production on the environment and water bodies. 

Also, the round table participants discussed and supported a number of new project ideas, 

including: the concept of the " Advanced manure standards for sustainable nutrient management 

and reduced emissions " INTERREG Programme for the Baltic Sea Region and the concept of 

the project "Creating conditions for reducing the anthropogenic load on the Lake Chudskoe and 

Narva River" Programme EU Cross-Border Cooperation Russia - Estonia. 

Roundtable participants noted the high level of the results of scientific research and 

technological proposals and concluded the following: 

To address to international organizations and the governmental institutions around the 

Baltic Sea with the following proposals to consider the possibilities and take the necessary steps:  

• To provide more coordination between the governmental and municipal 

authorities, scientific and educational institutions across the region, for objective consideration of 
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load on water sources  created in the rural areas, and manage the risks arising from the 

intensification of agriculture; 

• To assist in the implementation of the results of co-operative work on updating 

standards for manure for the Baltic Sea Region and the effective use of them. 

To address to Ministry of Agriculture of Russian Federation with a proposal to consider 

the opportunities and take the necessary measures on the following issues: 

• Inclusion in the Federal Program on Agriculture Development the financial 

mechanism of implementation of best available technologies on the farms and the development 

of organic production, providing the creation of micro-clusters and complexes for the production 

of these products in remote areas, which will serve as points of growth for their development; 

 On the accelerated promotion the draft federal law on organic farming and other 

relevant regulation documents. 

To address the governments of St. Petersburg, Leningrad region and other areas of the 

North-West Federal District of the Russian Federation with suggestions to find ways to 

implement following proposals: 

• In order to intensify the struggle  against eutrophication of the Baltic Sea one of 

the priorities is the use of the Russian aerobic biofermentation technology for neutralization of 

manure (LLC "BIOZEM", the Institute for Engineering and Environmental Problems in 

Agricultural Production). To recommend farmers to active use of the new generation of compost 

to improve the yield of field crops and soil fertility and as a real contribution to improving the 

ecosystem of the Baltic Sea;     

• To consider it necessary to develop regional laws on organic agriculture and 

relevant regional target programs; 

• To support the second phase of the Russian-Finnish project "Clean river in a 

healthy Baltic Sea", which will provide the implementation of the Strategy of optimal 

environmental management in Luga River Basin, prepared in the framework of the first phase, as 

well as the project "Creating conditions for reducing the anthropogenic load on the Lake 

Chudskoe and Narva River of the EU CBC program Russia - Estonia;       

• To support the project "Advanced manure standards for sustainable nutrient 

management and reduced emissions" INTERREG Programme for the Baltic Sea Region and the 

joint implementation of a favorable ecological conditions in the Baltic Sea basin.  


